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NEW FROM VIZ COMICS! 


Story by Kazuya Kudo - Art by Naoki Urasawa mi 
Translation by Satoru Fujii and James D. Hudnall nnuipQ 
Biweekly miniseries ■ $1.75 USA/$2.50 CAN tiUm/bU. 



Static: Steve Ditko’s Battle of Ideas 


by Rodney Shroeter 

Ditko’s work hit a peak in the I950s, force. When someone is threatened by vants who worry about the effect of 
with his horror work, or in the’60s, someone else, what is the proper media violence on children, it doesn’t 
with Spider-Man—but after that, he response? matter who does what, or why. Vio- 

went downhill; he didn’t care any Ditko, through his characters, lence is violence. Dirty Harry risked 
more; he just hacked it out; etc., etc. distinguished between the initiation of his life and used force in an attempt 
I happen to think just the opposite, force and self-defense (retaliatory to recover an innocent kidnapped girl; 
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'top OF THE NEWS i 


The Diary i 
Of Airboy | 


New York: Year Zero 

Argentinian Sleeper Hit Gets Fourth Issue 


Dixon, Colon Reveal 
Golden Age Airboy's 
Battle Against Misery 


NEWSLINE 



BATNEWS: BLOOD ON THE BALLOTS; YOUNG REPLACED IN BATMOVIE 


Well, you’ve done it. I hope you’re 
proud of yourselves. Robin’s dead and 
you have killed him, 5,343 of you. 

According to DC marketing spokes¬ 
person Tammy Brown, the official 

announcement that Robin’s mortality 
would be put up for auction was a 
close call, 5,343 voting to have the 
Joker beat the Boy Wonder senseless 

wishing him a full recovery after a 
hearty thrashing. 

Brown admitted surprise that there 
weren’t more colorful write-in voles, 

w^s to end Jason Todd’s existence. 


“The voting was pretty straightfor- 
You know, with a margin of only 72 

maimed the kid. Instead Starlin and 
Aparo incinerated his mother. Dr. 
Sheila Haywood, too. 

The birth of arena-style comic 
books, perhaps? 

Batman; 1989 reveals that Sean Young 
has been replaced as Vicki Vale in the 
upcoming Batman movie from W^er 
Brothers. Young was injured when she 
fell off a horse recently and has been 
replaced by either Kim Basinger or 
Daryl Hannah, depending on which 


screenplay for the Batman movie, wil 
write a three-part storyline for Detec 
live Comics ^98-600, concerning the 
“lost years’’ of Bruce Wayne, those 
years he spent learning how to be Bat 
man. You don’t just pick these things 



as any kind of one-volume graphic 
novel for at least a year. Detective 
Comics #598 will arrive in stores ir 
mid-February and might serve as z 


JACK KIRBY REUNITED WITH HIS DEMON FOR ACT/ON COVER 
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TRADE YA ONE OLLIE NORTH FOR A BEARDED LADY AND SIAMESE TWINS 


On the trading card front, Eclipse 
Comics has issued a set of Contragaie 
cards depicting all the highlights and 
lowlights of the most underlitigated 
scandal in U.S. Government history. 

Artist Salim Yuqub supplies full- 
color portraits of your favorite pls^ers 
for the Iran/Contra Scandal Trading 
Cards, including George Bush, Oliver 
North (featured on the front of the box 
swearing to “tell the whole truth”), 


COMIC ACCOMPLICE 
TO MURDER MYSTERY 


Ronald Reagan, Fawn Hall, Eugene 
Hasenfus, William Casey, John Hull, 
Adolfo Calero, John Singlaub, 
Richard Secord, and a charming cast 
of “freedom fighters” and drug- 

The 36 cards also feature fact-filled 
biographies by Paul Brancato. The for¬ 
mat will be much like Robert Crumb’s 
popular Heroes of the Blues trading 
cards. The cards will retail for $7.95. 

Diamond Distribution, who 
originally said they would not 
distribute Drew Friedman’s (Any 
Resemblance to Persons Living or 
Dead...) Freakcards, have now an- 


l historians, Richard 
y contains a mythical 


editor Don Thompson, of two books 
on comics, All in Color for a Dime 
and The Comic-Book Book. He has 


photographs of human oddities, short 
biographies and Friedman’s render- 

"Diamond deemed that the cards 

to find out they weren’t carrying the 

Shell said that every other signifi¬ 
cant distributor had already agreed to 
carry the cards, including Heroes 
World, Capital City, Action Direct, 
Second Genesis and Friendly Frank. 

running advertisements in fanzines 
saying that Diamond would not 
distribute the cards, Diamond repre¬ 
sentative Steve Bond called him and 
reversed the decision. 



“New Wave existential angst” in Jon Macy's Tmpo, Eastern’s first American book. 

EASTERN PUBLISHES ITS FIRST AMERICAN TITLE, MACY’S TROPO 


Eastern Comics, known for publishing 
work by Korean artists, will publish < 
a new monthly series an American 
artist/writer Jon Macy. This is the first 


’ was introduced to the I Ching, 
iental method of prognostication, 
enkel and for Tropo Ifl Macy 
a hexagram for each page and 
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The Klaus Janson Interview 


by Andy Mangels | 

There is virtually no regular Mar- 


try, Klaus somehow remains semi- 
anonymous. While Art Adams and 
Mike Mignola are everyone’s darlings 
of the moment, Klaus steadily im- 

ti^ls*for"some of the most lucrative 
and critically-acclaimed projects of 
the last decade. Whether he's a “fan 
favorite” or not can be open to spec- x 
ulation, but he is one of the top 10 or 
15 most sought after artists in the 


Ddredevil series. So that’s all 1 have 
scheduled right now. The Punisher/ 
Daredevil series wil probably take me 
a year. I imagine that it’s going to be 
a long project—although we haven’t 
decided that yet. My feeling is that it 

AH: Who is writing it? 

JANSON: Ann Nocenti. 

AH: And what format will it be? 
JANSON: We haven’t decided yet. 
Format and length will be determined 


the first five boojts that I dii 
of them was in New York 
in both of the books, the 
went to the midwest and tl 


I York, so 

.. frustrated. One oi 

my goals in the Punisher/Daredevil 


his, his first major i: 


stantly challenges his parameters. 
AMAZING HEROES: To 


AH: And you're going tope 
and color that as well? 
JANSON: Yeah. 1 guess e 
will be 40 pages long or so, 
most of the next year will 
his working primarily on that 
by AH: The Punisher/Datedevi 


AH: All right, we'll go from the 'Wh 
are you doing now?' to the 'How d. 
it all begin?' question, (laughs) Ta 
about a leap in chronology. 
JANSON: (laughs) My parents nev 


JANSON: I gut 


which you've been famous for draw¬ 
ing. How do you feel about that? 
JANSON: 1 feel great actually. I’m 
extremely enthusiastic about it. One 
of the funny things about working on 
the Punisher, and then on St. George, 


and-a-half, and I discovered 
the summer of’57. Comics 
: speak and read the lan- 


Arazixg Hedoes #155 
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low big names in the industry, George J^SOIN: 
Perez and... , J 

JANSON: Actually, linked Georges f d 

first professional job. 

AH: The Man-Wolf story. JANSON 

JANSON: Yeah. I remember that job shitty qu 
(laughs) 

MU: For how good it was, or how had were bei 


geez! (iaugns) i tninK i nave \w. 9 

not go overboard here! 

AH: Now that's a definitive statement. 
JANSON: Well, yeah. I don’t want to 

grown since his first job. He's still 
doing crap!” (laughs) You know, I 
should say that Dick Giordano has 
been an immeasurable inttuence on 
my work. In terms of being an inker, 
I really imitated his style. Lifted it. 


your first job for them, that you 're 
mainly been a Marvel employee and 
have only done a handful of Jobs for 
DC? Or is it because of the company 
policies and workings? 

JANSON: You know, the policies of 
the companies are very similar when 
everything is said and done. DC may 

but another company may allow you 


that have been very financtaily 
cessful and financially profitab 
it a question of whether the chart 

a question of ‘ ‘hey, this will mai 


characters or the format, or something 
that's ftin or interesting or where 1 can 
develop. St. George was a very educa¬ 
tional experience for me, and I learned 
a lot. 

AH; You say you learned a lot from 
St. George. Define "a lot." Wiatdid 

JAN^N: Well, I learned what things 
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AH: So you don V plan to write your 
own series then? 

JANSON: I would like to. Actually 
I’m working on some short pieces 
now, a couple of pages really, vignet- 

AH: Might you co-write it or plot it 
JANSON: Yeah. My ^wrking situa- 

really work under different. . .No, 

because he’s wonderful. Generally I 
like to have some input. I like to have 
some give and take. I'm looking for¬ 
ward to working with Ann Nocenti on 
Punisher/Daredevil in that way. I have 



The Punisher does his thing. They probably had it coming. 



JANSON: No, it didn’t, and I find 

best work. I have a feeling that Mike 
and I have our best work ahead of us. 
AH: What about Chichester and 
Clark on St. George. 

JANSON: I’m very glad you asked 

opportunity to earn another five 
dollars! (laughs) I think that both 
Margaret (Clark) and Dan (Chiches¬ 
ter) and Steve Buccellato, the editor, 
have been among the best people that 
I’ve worked with. Margaret and Dan 
are very, very open to ideas or any¬ 
thing that I might want to do in terms 
of the art. They’re always open to in¬ 
corporating my ideas into the stories. 
They’ve been very generous in allow¬ 
ing me to do things I want to do. My 
regret in leaving St. George is that I 
won’t be working with them anymore. 
It’s really been one of the best work- 

really pleasant people to be with, and 
that makes a whole lot of difference. 
When you’re working with somebody 
who’s an asshole it just is not as much 
fun... 

AH: Any examples? 

JANSON: Not immediately, (laughs) 
But working with Maigaret and Dan 
and Steve has only reinforced my 
desire to work closely with writers. 
It’s not that I wouldn’t work any other 
way, but being able to have as much 
support as the three of them gave me, 
was very enjoyable. Before I forget I 
should include Archie Goodwin in 
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TITAN DISTRIBUTORS 

wishes to congratulate 

BRYAN TALBOT 

and his comic 

ilu%r ^rfeton'glit 

on receiving four 
1988 Eagle Awards 

• BEST NEW COMIC TITLE (UK) 

• BEST NEW COMIC COVER 

(Luther Arkwright No. 1) 

• FAVOURITE CHARACTER (UK) 

• FAVOURITE ARTIST (UK) 

(Also nominated in five other categories) 



WATCH OUT FOR THE 
LUTHER ARKWRIGHT RELAUNCH! 

TITAN DISTRIBUTORS LTD., 

UNIT ONE, EMPSON ST, BOW, LONDON E3 
PHONE: 01-5388300 FAX: 01-987 6744 


WE ARE THE SPECIALISTS 



















I I began in Albuquerque, in 1986, 
when four role-playing gamers 
decided to quit using their great 
character ideas for gaming and start 
a shared-world anthology. One of the 
four was the Hugo and Nebula award¬ 
winning novelist George R.R. Martin, 



stop the other Takisians, he could do 
nothing when human terrorists got 
ahold of the bomb, and the World War 
II hero Jetboy accidentally detonated 
it. The Wild Card spore had been 
launched. Forty-two years later, 
another Wild Card outbreak has hit 
New York, in the midst of a massive 
gang war and the Presidential race. 

DEALING THE CARDS 


The Wild Cards series is a prose novel 
series of a sort commonly known as 
a “shared-world anthology." That is, 



shortly after World War II. This virus 

Earth's human populace: some died 
horribly (they drew Black Queens), 
some became hideously deformed 

humanitydivided into three classes; 
anti-Joker and pro-Ace prejudices. 

powers, there are no super-heroes. 


There are only ordinary, everyday 
people who happen to have something 
a little (or a lot) extra in their genetic 


FIRST HAND 

The first book. Wild Cards, premiered 

science fiction/fentasy’s top authors. 
The story begins in George Martin’s 
“Prologue." with the arrival of Dr. 
Tachyon on Earth, an event met with 

remembering Orson Welles’ War of 
The Worlds broadcast. Howard 

“Thirty Minutes Over Broadw^,’’ an 
alternatively humorous and sad story 

adventure; an adventure which causes 
his death and the release of the Taki- 
sian gene bomb. 

Roger Zelazny contributes “The 
Sleeper," in which we meet Croyd 
Crenson, a Wild Card victim who 
changes form and powers every time 
he goes to sleep. Zelazny gives us our 
first horrifying glimpses of the effects 

reieied. Walter Jon Williams’s "Wit¬ 
ness" is a forgettable story about the 
Four Aces, a group of government- 
sponsored symbols of democracy, the 
closest the books get to a super-hero 
group. 

Melinda Snodgrass catches us up to 
what has happened to Dr. Tachyon in 
“Degradation Rites,” as the American 
government begins investigating the 
“subversive Aces.” This theme Is con¬ 
tinued in George Martin’s “interlude,” 
wherein many of the Aces face Sen¬ 
ator Joseph McCarthy’s “Red Ace 
Scare.” Martin also contributes “Shell 
Games," the story of Thomas Tud- 
bury, a chubby comic book fen who 
becomes the world’s most powerful 
telekenetic, and (with the help of a 
Volkswagen bug) the Great and Power- 

-ahem- eyebrow-raising story of the 
book, “The Long. Dark Night Of For- 

who gains extremely strong magical 
powers by not allowing himself to 
ejaculate when he has sex. The sperm 
stays inside and becomes a bulging 
ball of Tantric energy in his forehead. 
You’ve got to read this one to believe 

^“Transfigurations" is next. Written 
by Victor Milan, this is the story of 
the turbulent late ’60s/early 70s, and 
the awakening of hippie Ace Mark 
Meadows, nee Captain Trips. Al¬ 
though Meadows is a fun character in 
later appearances, this ch^ter is feirly 
boring, and serves mainly as a history 


id Bagabond, a bag lady with 




id Jack Rob 
vere-alligato 


This is by far the m( 
of the chapters in the series, and three 
of the four characters figure very pro¬ 
minently in all of the books. 

“Strings," by Stephen Uigh, intro¬ 
duces us to another important char- 

den Ace with a psychopathic second 
personality known as Puppetman. 
Hartmann is probably the most chil¬ 
ling character in the entire series, 

introduced, as are the fledgling radical 
arouDS Jokers for a Just Society (JJS) 
iti-Defamation 

r" by John J. 
Miner etTeciiveiy completes the book 
(except for some final interludes by 
Georee Martin), and the hunter in 
, a Green Arrow- 


League (JADL). 


in, the Wtnar 
w York drug t: 


[ta agams 


The St. 


ntroduc r 


d. It functions mainly as 


; books, it is the people v 
>t important. Their powers 
er facets of their forms or \ 
es or stimulis—they are a ( 
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FACE FRONT! 


A 20th Anniversary Elegy 
on the Marvel Age of Comics 



December fi 
















































ARK 


.. . PRESENTS 
32 PAGES OF 

SIZZLING 

WESTERN 

ACTION 


STORIES YOU CAN 
REALLY SINK YOUR 
TEETH INTO, WITH 
ARTWORK SO RICH 
IT DOESN’T NEED 
COLOR! 

PRINTED ON PREMIUM 
PAPER AND BOUND IN 
A FULL-COLOR WRAP 
AROUND COVER! 

BROUGHT TO YOU 
BI-MONTHLY IN. . . 




OECEMSEA )! 





























AuAum Himes mss 
























Decembea 














o 


Christmas Gifts for the Animation Fan 

by Jim Korkis & John Cawley 















AHUim Hetoes S5 




















Renegade 

Releases 


Cecil Kunkle 
Christmas 
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For the finest in illustrated 
fantasy fiction, including 
full-color graphic story 
material by Robert E. 
Howard and Roy Thorrtas, 
plus Joshua Quagmire, 
receive each bi-monthly 
issue of FANTASY BOOK. 



A subscription to any Hero 
Comics title gives you a 
substantial savings over 
the regular newsstand 
price. Your investment of 
$18.00 will bring you the 


cover price), or 6 issues of 
Farttasy Book ($3.95 cover 
price). 


Simply fill out the coupon 
to the right, and send it to 
us with your check or 
money order (don’t send 
cash) in the appropriate 
amount to: 

HEROIC PUBLISHING 
6433 California Ave 
Long Beach CA 90805 


/ want to subscribe to the following Hero Comics titles: 

□ Champions (12 issues for $18.00) 

□ Flare (9 issues for $18.00) 

□ Fantasy Book (6 issues for $18.00) 

/ enclose $18.00 for each title marked, or only 
$45.00 if I subscribe to all three titles. 

Name: _ 

Address: _ 

City:__ _ State _ Zip: _ 
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by Wally that way, that nobody brings her up 
J. Adam to-date, and that Harvey keeps o 
makes the reprinting the Black Cat for a goo 



SCREEN REVIEW 


SUPERBOY 



ADE 


yourselves if you wish to be remem¬ 
bered and taken as an inspiration for 
-- - - who you are today, or perhaps remem- 

Send your comments on AH or any comics-related topic to: bered and perhaps haif-forgotten after 
1800 Bridgegate Street, Suite 101, Westlake Village, CA 91361 s'™ ^ 


Thanks, Andy Mangels, fc 
thorough, incisive, and just all 
right-on article on gays, er. i 


published, Shooter made a big deal 

the black-and-Nvhite books because the 
editors on the line needed an idea of 












Gnmjack Wl (W»4), it will De soon, 
but it was not at the time the article 
was written, and it’s not yet. The 
longest-running, regularly-published, 
anthology back-up series 1 know of is 
the Space Museum series, running 
every third month in the back of 
Strange Adventures from 1959 to 1964. 
The series was scripted by Gardner 
Fox, and pencilled first by Mike 
Sekowsky, then by Carmine Infimtino, 
with Infantine inking most of the 
episrxies himself The format of the 
series involved—well, let Fox tell it 
himself; “Once a month Howard 
Pekar takes his son Tommy to the 
Space Museum, one of the wonders 
of the 25th century.. .behind every 
object in the Space Museum there’s a 
story of heroism, daring...’’ Tommy 
would ask about a particular exhibit, 
and Dad would obligingly spin an 
eight-page yarn. Sure, \f Munden’s 
Bar has been in every issue ot Grtm- 
































ORDER FROM 
FICTIONEER BOOKS, LTD. 
234 FIFTH AVE. • SUITE 301 
NEW YORK, NY lOOOI j 


PI.ICASESENDME 


_ (TOTAL AMOUNT). 


_STATF._ZIP_ 


AUDRF.SS_ 
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by Dave Strom 

Number of pages per issue in Odds of Marvel’s New Universe 
average limited series that being destroyed by its own 


Percentage of comic books 
about espionage or the military 
that dealt with government cor¬ 
ruption eight years ago: 5 


STR^Mr 


iMDt^ 


THERE’S NOTHING WORSE 
THAN HAVING AN ITCH 
YOU CAN’T SCRATCH. . . 

Pollution, famine, terrorism, disinformation, racism, corruption, censorship—as 
we careen into the 1990s, it often seems as if the world is spinning out of control. 
Cause for fear? Certainly. But no fear is worse than that anxiety you feel when 
you know something horrible is going on, but have no idea what it is or how to 
deal with it. 

itchy PLANET gives you a chance to scratch that itch—to learn about the real prob¬ 
lems of the world, to understand their causes and their effects, and to gather infor¬ 
mation on how to deal with them—how to participate in making this a better world 
for you and your children. 

A lot of comic books claim to be realistic, itchy PLANET is one of the few that’s real. 












FANTAGRAPHICS 
BOOKS proudly 
presents... 


KEIF LLAMA 


A plucky Xeno-tech journeys into space and confronts 
greedy humans, dangerous aliens, and cruel nature! 



The prolific and imaginative Mott 
Howarth (best known for Those Annoyingf 
Post Brothers and “Changes” in Heavy 
Metal) dishes out some straight science 
fiction in this delightful series about a 
female liaison to aliens. Keif confronts 
capital unemployment (if you don't have 
a job, you're dead), a strange flower 
show, the worst baby-sitting job ever— 
always in the company of Howarth's 
patented bizarre and fascinating alien 
races. 


Also available are all six issues of 
Particle Dreams, an earlier, magazine- 
size collection of Keif Llama tales and 
other assorted weirdnesses. 


Send me the following issues of Keif Uama. 

I have enclosed $2.25 for each copy; 

G #1 C#2 ^#3 c#4 CdiS : :#6 

Send me the following issues of Particle Dreams: 

I have enclosed $2.50 for each copy: 

□mi ^#2 oms ^#4 ^#5 #6 

□ Send me the complete Matt Howarth set. including all ——- 

of the atxsve, plus Amazing Heroes #144, featuring an address 

interview with Howarth. for $25.00. 

Allow six to eight weeks for delivery. Foreign orders add - 

10% for additional postage. city state zip 

Send orders to FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 1800 Bridgegate Street Suite 101, Westlake Village, CA 91361 


All artwork © 1988 Matt Hcwarth 










